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Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110 Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com
Whatsapp No. 62848-20189
Shri Suresh Sharma, M 9855890233
R/o New Sharma Furniture House,
Pratap Bazar, Chheharta,
Distt. Amritsar. 143105 Appellant
Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar.

First Appellant Authority,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar. Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4458 of 2021
( Video conference Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Suresh Sharma, appellant.
Sh. Igbal Singh Randhawa, MTP-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of
the respondents.

ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.2.2022.
2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The respondent-Public Information Officer handed over the sought information to the
appellant during the course of hearing.

4, Since, the respondent-Public Information Officer has supplied the sought information,

therefore, the Commission is of the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case.
Hence, the case is disposed of and closed. However, liberty is granted to the appellant to approach
the Commission within two weeks in case he has any submissions for re-consideration.

sd

Dated: 28.2.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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Shri Suresh Sharma, M 9855890233
R/o New Sharma Furniture House,
Pratap Bazar, Chheharta,

Distt. Amritsar. 143105 Appellant
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Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar.

First Appellant Authority,
O/o Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar. Respondents

Appeal Case No. 4457 of 2021
( Video conference Proceedings)

Present:- Sh. Suresh Sharma, appellant.
Sh. Igbal Singh Randhawa, MTP-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of

the respondents.

ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.2.2022.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The respondent-Public Information Officer handed over the sought information to the
appellant during the course of hearing.

4, Since, the respondent-Public Information Officer has supplied the sought information,

therefore, the Commission is of the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case.
Hence, the case is disposed of and closed. However, liberty is granted to the appellant to approach
the Commission within two weeks in case he has any submissions for re-consideration.

sd

Dated: 28.2.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110 Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com
Whatsapp No. 62848-20189
Shri Suresh Sharma, M 9855890233
R/o New Sharma Furniture House,
Pratap Bazar, Chheharta,
Distt. Amritsar. 143105

Appellant
Vs
Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar.
First Appellant Authority,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar. Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4459 of 2021
( Video conference Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Suresh Sharma, appellant.
Sh. Igbal Singh Randhawa, MTP-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of
the respondents.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.2.2022.

The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The respondent-Public Information Officer handed over the sought information to the
appellant during the course of hearing.

4, Since, the respondent-Public Information Officer has supplied the sought information,

therefore, the Commission is of the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case.
Hence, the case is disposed of and closed. However, liberty is granted to the appellant to approach
the Commission within two weeks in case he has any submissions for re-consideration.

sd

Dated: 28.2.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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Shri Suresh Sharma, M 9855890233

R/o New Sharma Furniture House,

Pratap Bazar, Chheharta,

Distt. Amritsar. 143105 Appellant
Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,
Amritsar.

First Appellant Authority,
O/o Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar. Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4456 of 2021

( Video conference Proceedings)
Present:- Sh. Suresh Sharma, appellant.

Sh. Igbal Singh Randhawa, MTP-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of
the respondents.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.2.2022.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The respondent-Public Information Officer handed over the sought information to the
appellant during the course of hearing.

4, Since, the respondent-Public Information Officer has supplied the sought information,

therefore, the Commission is of the view that no further action is required to be taken in this case.
Hence, the case is disposed of and closed. However, liberty is granted to the appellant to approach
the Commission within two weeks in case he has any submissions for re-consideration.

sd

Dated: 28.2.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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Shri Suresh Sharma, M 9855890233

R/o New Sharma Furniture House,

Pratap Bazar, Chheharta,

Distt. Amritsar. 143105 Appellant

Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.

First Appellant Authority,
O/o Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.

Respondents

Appeal Case No.(AC) 4530 of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4538 of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4544 of 2021,
Appeal Case No. 4545 of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4546 of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4547

Present:-

ORDER

of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4548 of 2021, Appeal Case No. 4549 of 2021
(Video Conference Proceedings)
Sh. Suresh Sharma, appellant.

Sh. Sandeep Singh, Superintending Engineer (Civil), o/o Municipal Corporation,

District Amritsar on behalf of the respondents.

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 23 February

2022.

2. The appellant has sought the following information in the titled cases:-
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Appeal Case No. 4538
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Appeal Case No. 4544
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Appeal Case No. 4546
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Appeal Case No. 4547
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Appeal Case No. 4548
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Appeal Case No. 4549
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3. The respondent Public Information Officer states that the appellant has already
inspected the relevant records pertaining to the RTI application and the information related
to 1st four points of the RTI applications have already been supplied with which the
appellant agreed to. The appellant also states that he is satisfied with the information
supplied by the respondent pertaining to 1st four points. With regard to the information
pertaining to Point number 5 of the RTI application i.e. copy of measurement book, the
respondent Public Information Officer assures that the same will also be supplied to the
appellant before 16th March, 2022.
4, Accordingly, the respondent Public Information Officer is directed to supply a copy of
the measurement book to the appellant before 16th March, 2022.
5. It is also observed that after the finalization of tender process, Municipal
Corporation is providing the information in large number of cases. The Commission also
draws reference to the judgment of the Division bench of Jharkhand High Court, in State of
Jharkhand v. Navin Kumar Sinha and Anr., AIR 2008 Jharkhand 19 dated 08/08/2007,
wherein following observation was made:

"26........ The question therefore that falls for consideration is as to whether
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disclosure of various documents submitted by the bidders is a trade secret or
commercial confidence or intellectual property. Prima facie, we are of the view that
once a decision is taken in the matter of grant of tender, there is no justification to
keep it secret. People have a right to know the basis on which the decision has been
taken. If tenders are invited by the public authority and on the basis of tender
documents, the eligibility of a tenderer or a bidder is decided, then those tender
documents cannot be secret, that too, after the tender is decided and work order is
issued on the ground that it will amount to disclosure of trade secret or commercial
confidence. If the authorities of Government refuse to disclose the document, the
very purpose of the Act will be frustrated. Moreover, disclosure of information,
sought for by the petitioner, cannot and shall not be a trade secret or commercial
confidence; rather disclosure of such information shall be in public interest,
inasmuch as it will show the transparency in the activities of the Government.
27. . Since the tender process is completed and contract has been awarded, it
will not influence the contract. Besides the above, a citizen has a right to know the
genuineness of a document submitted by the tenderer in the matter of grant of
tender for consultancy work or for any other work. As noticed above, the tender
process is completed and the contract has been awarded, therefore, it will not
influence the contract. In any view of the matter, the document in question cannot
be treated as trade secret or commercial confidence. In our considered opinion a
contract entered into by the public authority with a private person cannot be treated
as confidential after completion of contract."
6. It is also observed that the appellant has filed 98 similar cases related to the tenders
in the year 2020 and 25 similar cases in the year 2021 wherein the sought information has
already been supplied and the cases have been disposed of by the Commission. Also the
appellant has sought the similar information in 60 second appeal cases which are pending
adjudication including the 8 titled cases.

7. Section 4 of the RTI Act, 2005 reads as:-

4. (1) Every public authority shall—

a) maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the form
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which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that all records
that are appropriate to be computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to
availability of resources, computerised and connected through a network all over the
country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated;

b) publish within one hundred and twenty days from the enactment of this Act,—

(i) the par ticulars of its organisation, functions and duties;

(ii) the powers and duties of its officers and employees;

(iii) the procedure followed in the decision making process, including
channels of supervision and accountability;

(iv) the norms set by it for the discharge of its functions;

(v) the rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and records, held by it or
under its control or used by its employees for discharging its functions;

(vi) a statement of the categories of documents that are held by it or under
its control;

(vii) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or
representation by, the members of the public in relation to the formulation
of its policy or implementation thereof;

(viii) a statement of the boards, councils, committees and other bodies
consisting of two or more persons constituted as its part or for the purpose
of its advice, and as to whether meetings of those boards, councils,
committees and other bodies are open to the public, or the minutes of such
meetings are accessible for public;

(ix) a directory of its officers and employees;

(x) the monthly remuneration received by each of its officers and employees,
including the system of compensation as provided in its regulations;

(xi) the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the particulars of all
plans, proposed expenditures and reports on disbursements made;

(xii) the manner of execution of subsidy programmes, including the amounts
allocated and the details of beneficiaries of such programmes;

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or authorisations
granted by it;

(xiv) details in respect of the information, available to or held by it, reduced
in an electronic form;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for obtaining information,
including the working hours of a library or reading room, if maintained for
public use;

(xvi) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Information
Officers;

(xvii) such other information as may be prescribed; and thereafter update
these publications every year;

c¢) publish all relevant facts while formulating important policies or announcing the
decisions which affect public; ....... ”
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8. It is further observed that in case the information related to the tender and other
important issues covered under Section 4 of the RTI Act, 2005 is published on the website of
the Municipal Corporation then the resources of the public authority can be saved.
Therefore, a copy of this order is being sent to the Principal Secretary, Local Government,
Director, Local Government, Punjab and Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, District
Amritsar to look into the matter and take appropriate action preferably within three months
so that the mandate of RTI Act, 2005 i.e. Transparency & Accountability is achieved in public
interest.

9. With these directions the case is disposed of and closed. However the liberty is
granted to the appellant to approach the Commission up to 31st March, 2022, if he does not
receive the information pertaining to Point No.5 of the RTl application.

sd
Dated: 28.2.2022 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
CC
Sh. Ajoy Kumar Sinha, IAS
Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,
Department of Local Government,
Sector 35, Chandigarh.

Sh. Puneet Goyal, IAS
Director, Local Government
Sector 35, Chandigarh.

Sh. Sandeep Rishi, IAS
Commissioner,
Municipal Corporation,
District Amritsar



